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US CPSC Final Rule on Extra Requirements

for Water Bead Toys

On 12 December 2025, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
published in the Federal Register the Final Rule for "Safety Standard for Toys:
Requirements for Water Beads" — under 16 CFR Parts 1112 and 1250.

This safety standard sets forth requirements for water bead toys and toys that contain
water beads.

Reasons for the Update

CPSC considered the requirements currently in ASTM F963-23 for this category of toys are insufficient to address all
known water bead toy hazards. Potential hazards for expanding materials in general include gastrointestinal tract
blockage if a child ingests a product comprised of expanding materials. Therefore CPSC decided to create additional
requirements in Part 1250 to establish mandatory requirements specifically for water bead toys.

Therefore, this rule revises the title of Part 1250 from "Safety Standard Mandating ASTM F963 for Toys" to "Safety
Standard for Toys", to reflect the inclusion of requirements that do not incorporate by reference existing requirements
in ASTM F963.

In short, the Rule is now more stringent than the current requirements in ASTM F963-23 and would further reduce the
risk of injury and death associated with products within the scope.

Major Warnings Required

Figure 4 to Paragraph (d)(1)(i)—Warning for Water Bead Toys and their Packaging

Contains water beads that can grow larger when swallowed or inserted in the
ear or nose. Children have DIED when the beads blocked their
intestines. Inserted beads have resulted in surgeries.

+ Keep away from babies and toddlers. Watch older children during use.

+ Get medical help right away if you think your child swallowed or inserted
beads.

Figure 5 to Paragraph (d)(1)(ii)—Warning for Toys with Contained Water Beads and their Packaging

Contains water beads that can grow larger when swallowed or inserted in the
ear or nose. Children have DIED when the beads blocked their
intestines. Inserted beads have resulted in surgeries.

*+ Keep away from babies and toddlers. Watch older children during use.
* Discard product if beads start to come out.

* Get medical help right away if you think your child swallowed or inserted
beads.

~
jm. Headquarters - The Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre Ltd. 9 10 Dai Wang Street, Tai Po Industrial Estate, Tai Po, N.T., Hong Kong WWW.StC. g I'OU p



ASTC NEWSLETTER

— e

Major Test Jigs Required

Figure Test Jig
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Effective Date
The rule is effective on 12 March 2026.

Reference

https://www.federalreqgister.gov/documents/2025/12/12/2025-22643/safety-standard-for-toys-requirements-for-water-beads

FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT US:

Hong Kong: hktcd@stc.group Guangdong: gdtcd@stc.group Shanghai: shtcd@stc.group
Changzhou: czstc@stc.group Vietnam: vnstc@stc.group Japan: jpo@stc.group
USA.: usenquiry@stc.qgroup Germany: grstc@stc.group
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