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Global Safety Concerns and Recalls of Squishy Toys

"Squishy Toys" and related viral squishy dumpling products are currently under
intense investigation and subject to safety actions by multiple consumer safety

agencies globally.

The investigations focus on two main safety hazards: hazardous water beads and

toxic chemical risks.

Some Recent Recalls

Country / | Reference
. J Product Name Hazards
Region Number
The toy can easily ignite if directly exposed to a flame, burning
SR/02438/26 Squishy fidget fun! quickly and completely because it is not designed to mechanically
delay the combustion process.
EU SR/02211/26 Squishy Dumplings
Rainbow Mystery, Small parts of the dumpling can easily become detached. A small
SR/02209/26 One Set Sugar child may put them in their mouth and choke.
Edition
The product presents a microbiological risk because the liquid filling
2605-0199 Squishy Dumpling was found to contain aerobic microbes, yeast and mould exceeding
- Bun the permissible expected limit. If the toy is damaged or leaks, users
may be exposed to the contaminated liquid.
Salted Butter 40z
2609-0019a .
UK Squishy
Cheese Vent Toy
2609-0019b ) _ . . .
Squishy Testing identified the presence of volatile organic compounds
ish VOCs), including xylenes and styrene, within the product.
2609-0019c Sauis ySteam ( ) 9 Y P
Bunz Dim
Squish! Gummy
2609-0019e
Bear Toy
CPSC Recall No. Rainbow Mystery The water beads inside the dumplings expand larger than permitted,
26-786 Squishy Bun Toys posing a deadly ingestion hazard. If a water bead is ingested, it can
USA . pose ingestion, choking and intestinal obstruction hazards inside a
CPSC Recall No. Rainbow Mystery . L . . .
26737 Squishv Bun Tovs child’s body, resulting in severe discomfort, vomiting, dehydration
- q y ¥ and a risk of death to a child.
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https://ec.europa.eu/safety-gate-alerts/screen/webReport/alertDetail/10118876?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/safety-gate-alerts/screen/webReport/alertDetail/10118506?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/safety-gate-alerts/screen/webReport/alertDetail/10118519?lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-alerts-reports-recalls/product-safety-report-squishy-dumpling-bun-squeeze-toy-2605-0199
https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-alerts-reports-recalls/product-safety-report-salted-butter-4oz-squishy-2609-0019a
https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-alerts-reports-recalls/product-safety-report-cheese-vent-toy-squishy-2609-0019b
https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-alerts-reports-recalls/product-safety-report-squishy-steam-bunz-dim-sum-toys-2609-0019c
https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-alerts-reports-recalls/product-safety-report-squish-gummy-bear-toy-2609-0019e
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2026/Toyworld168-Recalls-Rainbow-Mystery-Squishy-Bun-Toys-Due-to-Risk-of-Serious-Injury-or-Death-from-Water-Bead-Ingestion-Violate-Mandatory-Standard-for-Toys
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2026/Toyworld168-Recalls-Rainbow-Mystery-Squishy-Bun-Toys-Due-to-Risk-of-Serious-Injury-or-Death-from-Water-Bead-Ingestion-Violate-Mandatory-Standard-for-Toys
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2026/OKK-Trading-Recalls-Rainbow-Mystery-Squishy-Bun-Toys-Due-to-Risk-of-Serious-Injury-or-Death-from-Water-Bead-Ingestion-Violate-Mandatory-Standard-for-Toys
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2026/OKK-Trading-Recalls-Rainbow-Mystery-Squishy-Bun-Toys-Due-to-Risk-of-Serious-Injury-or-Death-from-Water-Bead-Ingestion-Violate-Mandatory-Standard-for-Toys
https://www.bsmi.gov.tw/SafetyGIP/wSite/ct?xItem=125748&ctNode=8243&mp=65
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CPSC Safety Alert and Advice

Alert

On 5 August 2026, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) warned consumers in a News Release
about the danger of such products.

According to the News Release, squishy toys — including popular animal, food, and character-shaped squeeze toys
— are widely sold through online marketplaces, social media, discount stores, and other retailers.

Videos shared online may depict the toys expanding, changing texture, or bursting when heated.

Some squishy toys contain water beads or other gels, liquids, powders, or sand. If the outer covering tears or bursts,
children may be exposed to the contents.

Advice: How to Spot a Fake and Keep Children Safe

e Know the seller: Purchase toys from reputable retailers and verified sellers with clear contact and return
information.

e Beware of bargains: Prices substantially below those charged by established retailers may signal a
counterfeit or substandard product.

e Check the packaging: Avoid products with misspelt words, poor-quality printing, missing manufacturer or
importer information, or no age grading or safety warnings.

e Inspect the toy regularly: Stop using any toy that is torn, punctured, leaking, sticky, unusually soft,
discoloured, or beginning to deteriorate.

o Keep damaged toys away from children: Do not allow children to touch, swallow, inhale, or play with
material released from a toy.

o Keep toys away from heat: Never microwave or intentionally heat squishy toys. Do not leave them in hot
cars, under prolonged sunlight, near heaters, or on other hot surfaces.

e Use caution during cleanup: Avoid direct skin contact with material released from a heated or burst toy.

e Follow age restrictions: Keep toys containing small parts or ingestible materials away from young children.

What to Do If a Burn Occurs

According to CPSC: Immediately place the affected skin under cool running water for at least 20 minutes. Gently wash
the area with mild soap to remove any remaining material. Do not use ice. After cooling and cleaning the injury, cover
the burned skin with a nonstick sterile dressing. Seek medical attention for a severe burn, a burn involving a young
child, or signs of infection.

Reference

https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2026/Consumer-Safety-Alert-CPSC-Warns-Consumers-About-Fake-
and-Counterfeit-Squishy-Toys-Reiterates-Warning-About-Serious-Burn-Hazards
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Hong Kong: hktcd@stc.group Guangdong: gdtcd@stc.group  Shanghai: shtcd @stc.group
Changzhou: czstc@stc.group Vietnam: vnstc@stc.group  Japan: jpo@stc.group
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